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Supplier 

Value 
imported in 
2017 (USD 
thousand) 

Share in 
imports (%) 

Growth in value 
between 2013-
2017 (%, p.a.) 

Growth in imported 
value between 
2016-2017 (%, p.a.) 

Average tariff 
(estimated) 
applied by 
Netherlands (%) 

World 386814 100 1 12   

Côte d'Ivoire 254619 65.8 -1 9 0 

Ghana 86852 22.5 10 30 0 

Germany 28780 7.4 9 -8 0 

France 8041 2.1 -17 46 0 

Indonesia 1920 0.5 53 84 6.1 

Belgium 1268 0.3 -22 -18 0 

Nigeria 1042 0.3 6 -47 6.1 

Ecuador 871 0.2 -5 -3 0 

Spain 601 0.2 26 96 0 

Malaysia 472 0.1 164 36 9.6 

Conclusions: 

 Ghana is the second largest exporter of cocoa paste after Cote d’Ivoire to the 
Netherlands; but the third largest in the world 

 Ghana’s global exports of cocoa paste represents about 12.8% total world demand in 
2017.  

 Besides Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana’s main competitor is Germany.  

 The main African competitor apart from Cote d’Ivoire is Nigeria. 
 
 

 
 

 The Netherlands was the largest market destination for Ghana’s 
cocoa paste (whether or not defatted). The country exported US$ 
86.9mn of the product to the EU country.  

 Ghana’s position in the Netherland’s market represents 22.5% of the 
total cocoa paste imported by the Netherlands. 

 Averagely, the value of Ghana’s export of the product grew by 10% 
between 2013-2017. 

 The largest and dominant supplier in the market is la Cote d’Ivoire, 
with an estimated export value of US$ 254.62mn in 2017. The value 
represented 65.8% of the total import value of cocoa paste imported 
by the Netherlands, although la Cote d’Ivoire’s average growth 
between 2013-2017 experienced a dip of -1%. 

 Other suppliers in the market are Germany and France with 7.4%  
and 2.1% market share respectively. 

  Cote d’Ivoire total volume of cocoa paste exported represents 20.1% 
of world exports of cocoa paste (whether or not defatted) and ranked 
number one in the world. Cote d’Ivoire’s other main markets apart 
from the Netherlands are France, USA and Spain   

 The main African supplier apart from Cote d’Ivoire is Nigeria, which 
has other markets in Estonia, Russia and China. 

 From the top three supplying countries, Ghana showed the best 
growth performance in the Dutch market between 2013 and 2017. 

 The top three Asian suppliers of cocoa paste to the Netherlands have 
tariff disadvantage in the market compared to their counterparts in 
Africa and the EU.  

Table 1 – import performance of main suppliers and regional competitors in the Netherlands 
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