
Potential growth at current top export destinations

 With 7 market destinations, export of Cassava Starch from Ghana increased from US$ 843,000 in

2017 to Close to US$1 million in 2018. In terms of global ranking of countries that exported the

product under the sector in spotlight, Ghana garnered the 57th position.

 USA and Italy are the top two (2) largest export destinations for Ghana, with import value of

US$935,000 and US$27,000 respectively. The two-trade partners accounted for about 96.4% of

Ghana’s total cassava export in 2018. Other significant importers of cassava from Ghana were

Belgium (US$24,000), Germany (US$6,000) UAE (US$3,000) and Finland (US$2,000)

 Between 2014 and 2018, exports from Ghana to the USA, Belgium and Germany were 38%, 43% and

22% respectively with a decline in Ghana’s exports to South African (-7%).

 The top five global importing countries comprised China, Indonesia, Taipei Chinese, Malaysia, USA

and Japan, which accounted for a market share of 86.1% for cassava starch.

 In 2018, the USA global importation of the product under consideration amounted to US$82.2m with

Ghana emerging as the 6th largest supplier to the USA. Thailand emerged as the largest supplier to

the U.S market in 2018 with an estimated export value of about US$68.6m (83.4%). Other suppliers

to the USA market included Germany (4.5%), Vietnam (4.1%), Brazil (3.5%) and Nigeria (1.2%)

amongst others.

Potential New Market
 Global demand for cassava starch has hovered between US$1.58 bn and US$1.43 bn since 2015 to 2017.

And in 2018, demand was estimated at US$1.77 bn.

 China was the largest importer of the product with an estimated import value of US$938 million. Other

notable global importers were Indonesia (US$185.6m), Taipei Chinese (US$138.1m), Malaysia

(US$123.6m), USA(US$82.2m), Japan (US$58.5m) and Philippines (US$54.4m) of the top 6 importers,

Malaysia’s imports value of cassava starch grew averagely by 13% between 2014 and 2018

 Beyond the notable importers of Ghana’s cassava starch, new and potential markets with attractive and

positive growth rates for market diversification and penetration by Ghanaian companies and TPO’s are

Poland, Nigeria, Portugal, Italy and Malaysia.

Figure1-Prospect for market diversification for Cassava Starch exported by Ghana in 2018.

Table 1- Selected Potential new markets for Ghana (based on import value above $89,000)

Source: Trade map (2019)

 Ghana should focus on increasing its market share in European markets.

 Given the high import value of Malaysia coupled with the high growth rates, serious attention must

be given to the market.

 With the coming into force of the AfCFTA, a few notable African countries should be targeted for

increased export drive. Nigeria is one of such countries.
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Leading suppliers

Poland 5,734 74% 11.3 0 Sweden (81%), Germany

(6.1%)
Nigeria 89 63% 9.4 0 China (68.5%), Portugal

(14.6%)
Portugal 1,196 27% 11.3 0 Brazil (94.5%), Netherlands

(2.5%)
Italy 4,340 21% 11.3 0.6 Cambodia (45.7%),

Netherlands (18.7%)
Malaysia 123,642 13% 0 0 Thailand (84.8%), Vietnam

(12.9%)
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