
SKIPJACK IN COLOMBIA

 Ghana exported a total of about USD 2.742 million worth of Skipjack in 2019, representing
just about 0.2% of total global market share.

 With imports worth USD 920,000, Colombia emerged as the biggest buyer of the product
from Ghana in 2019. Turkey closely followed with USD 632,000.

 Colombia’s imports from Ghana represents 33.6% of Ghana’s total global exports of Skipjack.
However, Ghana’s exports to Colombia represents 8.3% of the total imports of Skipjack to
Colombia.

 Notable competitors for Ghana in the Colombian market with significant market share
include Senegal (53%), la Cote d’Ivoire (18.2%), Seychelles (16.1%) and Gabon (2.5%).

 With the exception of Spain (1.1% share) and Mexico (0.7%), all other five exporters of
Skipjack to Colombia were from the African Union (AU), indicating strong regional
competition in the Colombian market.

 Between 2018 and 2019, the average dollar value of Skipjack in Colombia recorded a
significant dip of about -48%. Average dips in value for suppliers include Senegal, ( -3%), la
Cote d’Ivoire (-47%), Seychelles (-28%) and Ghana (-84%). In contrast, Spain recorded a
positive growth rate in value of about 546% during the same period.

 Senegal’s global exports of Skipjack amounted to USD 18.97 million in 2019. Supply to
Colombia, the largest destination market for the ECOWAS member, accounted for 30.9% of
Senegal’s total export of skipjack in 2019. Other destination markets for Skipjack from
Senegal include Spain (USD 4.3m), Thailand (USD 2.2m), Peru (USD 1.98m), Morocco (USD
1.4m), la Cote d’Ivoire (USD 1.2m) , amongst others.

 Similarly, la Cote d’Ivoire’s exports of Skipjack primarily went to three Latin American
countries, namely Colombia (59.1%), Guatemala (34.3%0 and Ecuador (6.6%)

 Global demand for Skipjack in 2019 stood at USD 1.43 billion. Thailand, the Philippines and
China were the top three importers of Skipjack. The three Asian countries’ imports
accounted for 64.5% of the total global demand for the product under discussion.

 Skipjack from Ghana to Colombia attracted an average tariff rate of 0% in 2019.
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• Ghana is the fourth largest exporter of Skipjack in the region to Colombia behind
Senegal, la Cote d’Ivoire and Seychelles

• Although Ghana’s average growth rate in the global market space recorded a -81%
between 2018 and 2019, exports to Turkey and the Philippines recorded positive
growth rates of 65% and 51% respectively during the same period. Market
penetration strategies should therefore be deployed in these two countries to
increase Ghana’s market share, going forward

• Ghana’s exports of Skipjack to the world has significantly fallen from a high of USD
29.2m in 2017, USD 20.7m in 2018 to USD 2.742m in 2019

Source: Trademap 2019

Table 1: Import performance of main suppliers and regional suppliers in Colombia

Supplier Value imported 
in 2019 (USD 

thousand)

Share in Colombia's 
imports (%)

Growth in 
imported value 
between 2015-
2019 (%, p.a.)

Growth in 
imported 

value between 
2018-2019 (%, 

p.a.)

Average tariff 
(estimated) 
applied by 

Colombia (%)

World 11,066 100 3 -48

Senegal 5,865 53 -3 0

Côte d'Ivoire 2,017 18.2 54 -47 0

Seychelles 1,782 16.1 -28 0

Ghana 920 8.3 -84 0

Gabon 280 2.5 0

Spain 122 1.1 546 0

Mexico 79 0.7 -16 62 0
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