
Pineapples in Belgium

Ghana’s Pineapple exports to the world registered a decline of 6% in value in 2021 compared to
earnings in 2020. The exports yielded US$29m in 2021. The country exported US$35m and
US$31.7m worth of Pineapples in 2019 and 2020 respectively.

Almost 85.8% of the total exports of Pineapples from Ghana went to the EU market. Belgium
absorbed close to 34.6% of the total exports in 2021.

Globally, Belgium imported approximately US$132m worth of Pineapples; 7.6% of which came
from Ghana. The largest supplier to the Belgian market was Costa Rica with an approximately
66.1% share of the total pineapple imports by Belgium. Other significant suppliers to the Belgian
market were Netherlands (11.1%) and Cote d’Ivoire (6.1%).

Total exports of Costa Rica reached US$1.6bn in 2021, compared to US$922.74 in 2020. The
largest export destination for Costa Rica was USA (42.6%). Other market destinations included the
Netherlands (7.7%), Spain (7%) and Italy (6.3%). Pineapple export from Costa Rica recorded an
annual growth rate of 26% to Belgium and 14% to the USA in 2021.

Netherland’s total pineapple exports amounted to US$189.7m in 2021. Largest export destinations
for Netherlands included Germany (37.4%), Belgium (11.1%), France (7.3%), Poland (7.3%) and
Austria (3.6%).

La Cote d’Ivoire, the largest exporter of Pineapples in ECOWAS followed by Ghana, exported
US$33.12m in 2021. The EU was the major market for Cote d’Ivoire - France (50.4%), Belgium
(24.4%).

At the global level, Costa Rica was the largest supplier of Pineapples. Other global suppliers were
the Philippines (US$284m), Netherlands (US$190m) and United States of America (US$98).

From the perspective of Africa, Cote d’Ivoire ranked 1st, followed by Ghana and Kenya in the
export of Pineapples to the world. Cote d’Ivoire and Ghana contributed about 68% of the total value
of Pineapples exported from Africa, a trend the two countries have maintained over the years.
Similarly, Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire contributed more than 97% of the total value of exports from
the ECOWAS, indicating a dominant position in Africa for the two West African neighbors.

Globally, Ghana ranked 11th in the order of countries that exported Pineapples in 2021.

Supplier

Import 

value 2021 

(USD’000)

Market Share 

(%)

Average 

annual growth 

(%) ‘17 – ‘21

Annual 

growth 2021

Ranking of 

partner 

countries in 

world exports

Costa Rica 87,192 66.1 -2 26 1

Netherlands 14,671 11.1 7 17 3

Ghana 10,005 7.6 9 -13 11

Côte d'Ivoire 8,069 6.1 0 39 9

Honduras 2,468 1.9 10 7

Germany 2,086 1.6 -17 36 15

France 1,836 1.4 -8 129 18
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Import Performance in Belgium, main suppliers and Regional competitors

• Costa Rica has been the dominant supplier of Pineapples to the EU markets and to the world over the

last 20 years.

• Costa Rica, the Netherlands, Ghana, la Côte d'Ivoire and Honduras, had a market share of about 91%

in the Belgium market.

• Within the context of Africa, Nigeria is the biggest producer of Pineapples but Ghana and la Cote

d’Ivoire remain the dominant exporters of the fruit to the world.

• The EU is still the biggest market to explore for Ghanaian pineapples, given geography, tariff

advantage and other market access advantages.

• Uptick in production is anticipated, as processing factories come up in pineapple growing areas.

• Supply based expansion programs by Ghana Export Promotion Authority (GEPA), and other

interventions by actors in the pineapple space will lead to increased production volumes.
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